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School canteensSchool canteens

Number of beneficiaries 56,000

Duration of project Three years

Volume of food 7,135 tons

Cost (United States dollars)

Total cost to WFP 5,540,198

Total food cost 3,113,730

ABSTRACTABSTRACT
Activities related to school canteens are among those included in the
Country Programme for the period 1999–2001 (WFP/EB-2/98/5/1)
approved by the Executive Board in May 1998.

The education sector suffers from serious difficulties due to
insufficient resources in relation to population growth. In primary
and secondary education, the gap between schooling of girls and
boys is growing steadily. Construction of new classrooms and
redeployment of teaching staff are among the measures the
Government of Senegal envisages introducing in order to increase
the intake capacity of primary education, which should grow from
950,000 students in 1997 to 1,600,000 in 2003, and to raise the gross
schooling rate to 80 percent in 2003 (82.5 percent for boys and
79.3 percent for girls). The objective of WFP assistance is to support
the government programme aimed at raising primary school
enrolment and attendance rates, while simultaneously narrowing the
gap between schooling rates for boys and girls.

WFP will assist mixed primary schools—primarily in rural areas—in
12 departments selected on the basis of girls’ schooling rates,
poverty rates and vulnerability to food insecurity. Assistance will
also be given to reception centres created by NGOs and reserved for
lodging girls following secondary education, since these centres
offer the only possibility for these girls to continue their education.

The only schools entitled to receive WFP assistance are those in
communities that furnish proof that they have the capacity to
progressively assume responsibility for running canteens through
direct contributions or through income-generating activities. In the
primary education sector, a management committee will be set up or
reinforced and this committee will select beneficiary boys from the
most deprived families or who live far from a school. On the other
hand, all girlsirrespective of originwill have access to canteens.
In the secondary education sector, WFP assistance will only be
allocated to young girls living in lodging centres.
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NOTE TO THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

This document is submitted for information to the Executive Board.

Pursuant to the decisions taken on the methods of work by the Executive Board at its
First Regular Session of 1996, the documentation prepared by the Secretariat for the
Board has been kept brief and decision-oriented. The meetings of the Executive Board
are to be conducted in a business-like manner, with increased dialogue and exchanges
between delegations and the Secretariat. Efforts to promote these guiding principles
will continue to be pursued by the Secretariat.

The Secretariat therefore invites members of the Board who may have questions of a
technical nature with regard to this document, to contact the WFP staff member(s)
listed below, preferably well in advance of the Board's meeting. This procedure is
designed to facilitate the Board's consideration of the document in the plenary.

The WFP focal points for this document are:

Regional Director: M. Zejjari tel.: 066513-2201

Senior Programme Coordinator: L. Bjorkman tel.: 066513-2244

Should you have any questions regarding matters of dispatch of documentation for
the Executive Board, please contact the Documentation and Meetings Clerk
(tel.: 066513-2641).
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