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NOTE TO THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

 

This document is submitted to the Executive Board for approval 

The Secretariat invites members of the Board who may have questions of a technical 

nature with regard to this document to contact the focal points indicated below, 

preferably well in advance of the Board’s meeting. 

Ambassador, Permanent 

Representative of the Kingdom  

of the Netherlands: 

H.E. Agnes van Ardenne- 

van der Hoeven 

 

Secretary to the  

WFP Executive Board: 

Ms. E. Joergensen tel.: 066513-2603 

Should you have any questions regarding matters of dispatch of documentation for the 

Executive Board, please contact Ms I. Carpitella, Administrative Assistant, Conference 

Servicing Unit (tel.: 066513-2645). 
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 DRAFT DECISION* 
 

 

The Board supports the recommendation of the Bureau on the distribution of seats of the 

Board, as described in document WFP/EB.1/2011/11-A, and requests the Board 

Secretariat to submit the document to the Council of the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations and the Economic and Social Council of the United 

Nations, for further action. 

 

 

 

                                                 
*
 This is a draft decision. For the final decision adopted by the Board, please refer to the Decisions and 

Recommendations document issued at the end of the session. 
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BACKGROUND ON THE ELECTION OF STATES MEMBERS OF THE 

UNITED NATIONS OR MEMBER NATIONS OF THE FOOD AND 

AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS TO THE 

WFP EXECUTIVE BOARD  

1.  The WFP Executive Board was established on 1 January 1996 through United Nations 

General Assembly Resolution 50/8 of 1 November 1995 and Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (FAO) Conference Resolution 9/95 of  

31 October 1995.  

2.  Pursuant to Article 1 of the above-mentioned Resolutions, the WFP Executive Board 

shall be composed of thirty-six (36) members elected amongst the States Members of the 

United Nations or Member Nations of FAO.  See also Article V (a) of the  

WFP General Regulations.  

3.  Article 1 of said Resolutions further states that the Economic and Social Council of the 

United Nations (ECOSOC) and the Council of FAO shall each elect eighteen (18) 

members to the WFP Executive Board.  

4.  Article 5 states that all members of the WFP Executive Board shall be elected for a 

three-year term. 

5.  For purposes of election of the members of the WFP Executive Board, States Members 

of the United Nations or Member Nations of FAO are grouped into five Regional Electoral 

Lists: List A, List B, List C, List D and List E.  The complete lists of States Members or 

Member Nations is available as Appendix A to the WFP General Regulations. 

History of the Distribution of Seats of the WFP Executive Board 

6.  In accordance with Article 2 of both the General Assembly Resolution 50/8 and the 

FAO Conference Resolution 9/95, the first group of States Members or Member Nations 

that served at the WFP Executive Board were elected on an interim basis for a four-year 

term from 1996 to 1999.  Pursuant to Article 3 of said Resolutions, the initial distribution 

of seats of the WFP Executive Board set forth in Article 2 of such Resolutions should be 

reviewed by the General Assembly of the United Nations and the FAO Conference, in 

parallel, taking into account the relevant inputs from ECOSOC and the FAO Council, 

within two years after the establishment of the WFP Executive Board, and with a view to 

achieving its final outcome and its entry into force on 1 January 2000. 

7.  As a result of such mandate, a parallel process of consultations on the distribution of 

seats of the WFP Executive Board was conducted in Rome and New York from 

March 1998 through March 1999.  In Rome, the process was conducted by an informal 

working group comprised of two representatives of each Regional Electoral List, and under 

the coordination of the Vice President of the WFP Executive Board for 1998. The New 

York working group worked under the coordination of the Vice President of ECOSOC.  

8.  In accordance with the mandate received, and in consultation with the Legal Counsels of 

the United Nations and FAO, the Rome and New York working groups reached consensus 

on the distribution of seats within the WFP Executive Board, which was later submitted for 

approval by ECOSOC and the FAO Council.  Such distribution of seats was first endorsed 

by ECOSOC in March 1999 and adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations 

in its Resolution 53/223 of 23 April 1999; and was subsequently endorsed by the FAO 
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Council in November 1999 and adopted by the FAO Conference in its Resolution 6/99 of 

13 November 1999. 

Current Distribution of Seats of the WFP Executive Board 

9.  The distribution of seats as adopted in 1999 by the United Nations General Assembly 

and the FAO Conference became effective on the originally agreed date (1 January 2000) 

and is available as Appendix B to WFP General Regulations.  The current distribution of 

seats is as follows: 8 seats for States included in List A; 7 seats for States included in List 

B; 5 seats for States included in List C; 12 seats for States included in List D; and 3 seats 

for States included in List E, totalling 35 seats.  The above-mentioned Resolutions further 

provide for one additional seat rotating amongst the States in Lists A, B and C, bringing 

the total to 36 seats. 

10.  The rotating seat was occupied in accordance with the following pattern of rotation: 

 A State from List A was elected to occupy the additional seat every other term out of 

four, starting from 1
 
January 2000 (i.e. for the term 2000/2001/2002 and for the term 

2006/2007/2008); 

 A State from List B was elected to occupy the additional seat the second term out of 

four, starting from 1 January 2003 (i.e. for the term 2003/2004/2005); and 

 A State from List C was elected to occupy the additional seat the fourth term out of 

four, starting from 1 January 2009 (i.e. for the term 2009/2010/2011). 

11.  Further, Article 3 of the General Assembly Resolution 53/223 and Article 2 of the 

FAO Conference Resolution 6/99 state that the approved distribution of seats must be 

reviewed two years before the end of one full rotation scheme of four terms.  Such review 

shall be conducted taking into account the relevant inputs of ECOSOC and the 

FAO Council, and the results shall enter into force on 1 January 2012. 

Review Process of the Distribution of Seats of the WFP Executive Board 

12.  A new consultation process to review the distribution of seats of the  

WFP Executive Board took place in Rome and New York in 2009 and 2010. Throughout 

this term, the WFP Executive Board Bureau consulted the ECOSOC Bureau on the matter, 

as well as the representatives of the States included in the five Regional Electoral Lists.  

13.  All constituencies concerned unanimously agreed to recommend that the current 

distributions of seats of the WFP Executive Board and the rotation pattern be maintained, 

as follows:  
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LISTS NUMBER OF SEATS TOTAL NUMBER OF 
SEATS 

 States Members elected 
through ECOSOC 

States Members elected 
through FAO Council 

 

List A 4 4 8 

List B 4 3 7 

List C 2 3 5 

Rotating Seat 
among Lists A, B, 
and C (*) 

0 1 1 

List D 6 6 12 

List E 2 1 3 

   Total 18 18 36 
 

(*)  One additional member rotating amongst States included in Lists A, B and C to be elected by the 
FAO Council; the pattern of rotation shall be as follows: 

 a State from List A to be elected to occupy the additional seat every other term, starting from 
1 January 2012; 

 a State from List B to be elected to occupy the additional seat every fourth term, starting from 
1 January 2015; and 

 a State Member from List C to be elected to occupy the additional seat every fourth term, starting 
from 1 January 2021. 

14.  The rotating seat would henceforth rotate on a permanent basis among the States 

included in Lists A, B and C as described in the paragraph above, without the need for a 

further review, unless such review is so requested by a majority of the Board members and, 

in any event, not before the completion of one full rotation scheme of four terms. 
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ANNEX I 

 

 

UNITED             
NATIONS  

A 

 

 General Assembly 
 

Distr. 
GENERAL 
 
A/RES/50/8 
7 December 1995 

 

Fiftieth session 

Agenda item 12 

 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 

[on the report of the Second Committee (A/50/615)] 

 

50/8. Revision of the General Regulations of the World Food Programme and 
reconstitution of the Committee on Food Aid Policies and Programmes as 
the Executive Board of the World Food Programme 

 

 

The General Assembly, 

 

Recalling its resolutions 1714 (XVI) of 19 December 1961, 2095 (XX) of 20 December 1965 

and 3404 (XXX) of 28 November 1975, concerning the establishment and continuation of the United 

Nations/Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations World Food Programme, and its 

resolution 46/22 of 5 December 1991 on the revision of the General Regulations of the World Food 

Programme and enlargement of the Committee on Food Aid Policies and Programmes of the World 

Food Programme, 

 

Recalling also its resolution 48/162 of 20 December 1993, on further measures for the 

restructuring and revitalization of the United Nations in the economic, social and related fields, 

 

Having considered Economic and Social Council decision 1995/227 of 6 June 1995 adopted 

on the recommendation of the Committee on Food Aid Policies and Programmes of the World Food 

Programme concerning the governance of the Programme, the revision of the General Regulations of 

the World Food Programme, and the reconstitution of the Committee on Food Aid Policies and 

Programmes as the Executive Board of the World Food Programme, 

 

1.  Decides, subject to the concurrence of the Conference of the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations, that the Committee on Food Aid Policies and Programmes shall 

be reconstituted as the Executive Board of the World Food Programme, with thirty-six members 

elected from among the States Members of the United Nations or the States members of the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, and that the Economic and Social Council and the 

Council of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations shall elect eighteen members 

each, as set forth in paragraph 2 below; 
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2.  Decides also that the members of the Executive Board of the World Food Programme shall 

be elected on an interim basis for four years from among the States included in the lists 1
1
/ set out in 

the Basic Texts of the World Food Programme, in accordance with the following distribution of seats, 

it being understood that this allocation of seats creates no precedent for the composition of other 

United Nations bodies of a limited membership: 

 

(a) Nine members from the States included in list A, five members to be elected by the 

Economic and Social Council and four by the Council of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations; 

 

(b) Seven members from the States included in list B, four members to be elected by the 

Economic and Social Council and three by the Council of the Food and Agriculture Organization of 

the United Nations; 

 

(c) Five members from the States included in list C, two members to be elected by the 

Economic and Social Council and three by the Council of the Food and Agriculture Organization of 

the United Nations; 

 

(d) Twelve members from the States included in list D, six members to be elected by the 

Economic and Social Council and six by the Council of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations; 

 

(e) Two members from the States included in list E, one member to be elected by the 

Economic and Social Council and one by the Council of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations; 

 

(f) One additional member alternating between the States included in lists B and C, starting 

with list C, to be elected by the Council of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations; 

 

3.  Decides further that the above-mentioned distribution of seats shall be reviewed within two 

years after the establishment of the Executive Board with a view to achieving its final outcome in 

accordance with paragraphs 25 and 30 and other relevant provisions of General Assembly resolution 

48/162; that the review shall be conducted in parallel by the Assembly and the Conference of the Food 

and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, taking into account the relevant inputs of the 

Economic and Social Council and the Council of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations; and that its results shall enter into force on 1 January 2000; 

 

4.  Requests the Economic and Social Council, at its resumed substantive session of 1995, to 

elect eighteen members of the Executive Board for a term beginning on 1 January 1996 in accordance 

with the following distribution and terms of office: 

 

(a) Five members from the States included in list A, two for a term of three years, one for a 

term of two years and two for a term of one year; 

 

(b) Four members from the States included in list B, one for a term of three years, two for a 

term of two years and one for a term of one year; 

 

(c) Two members from the States included in list C, one for a term of three years and one for a 

term of one year; 

 

                                                 
1
 Reproduced in E/1995/L.11, annex II. 
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(d) Six members from the States included in list D, two for a period of three years, two for a 

period of two years and two for a period of one year; 

 

(e) One member from the States included in list E, for a period of two years; 

 

5.  Decides that thereafter all members of the Executive Board shall be elected for a term of 

three years and requests the Economic and Social Council to make such provisions as ensure that the 

terms of office of six members elected by each of the two Councils shall expire in each calendar year; 

 

6.  Decides to approve the revised General Regulations of the World Food Programme 

contained in annex I of the note by the Secretary-General on the transformation of the Committee on 

Food Aid Policies and Programmes of the World Food Programme into an executive board, 2
2
/ as 

endorsed by the Economic and Social Council in its decision 1995/227 and by the Council of the Food 

and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations at its one hundred and eighth session, on 

12 June 1995; 

 

7.  Decides, subject to the concurrence of the Conference of the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations, that the revised General Regulations shall enter into force on 

1 January 1996. 

 

46th plenary meeting 

1 November 1995 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
2
 E/1995/14. 
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ANNEX II 

 

FAO CONFERENCE  

RESOLUTION 9/95 

Revision of the General Regulations of the World Food Programme and reconstitution of the 

Committee on Food Aid Policies and Programmes as the Executive Board of the  

World Food Programme 

THE CONFERENCE, 

Recalling its Resolutions 1/61, 4/65 and 22/75 concerning the establishment and continuation 

of the United Nations, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, World Food 

Programme and its Resolution 9/91 concerning the revision of the General Regulations of the 

World Food Programme and membership of the Committee on Food Aid Policies and 

Programmes of the World Food Programme, 

Noting Resolution 48/162 adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on 

20 December 1993, on further measures for the restructuring and revitalization of the United 

Nations in the economic, social and related fields, 

Having considered the decision of the Hundred and Eighth Session of the Council of the 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, adopted on the recommendation of 

the Committee on Food Aid Policies and Programmes of the World Food programme 

concerning the governance of the Programme, the revision of the General Regulations of the 

World Food Programme, and the reconstitution of the Committee on Food Aid Policies and 

programmes. as the Executive Board of the World Food Programme: 

1.  Decides, subject to the concurrence of the General Assembly of the United 

Nations, that the Committee on Food Aid Policies and Programmes shall be 

reconstituted as the Executive Board of the World Food Programme, with 

36 members elected from among the States Members of the United Nations or the 

Member Nations of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations; 

and that the Council of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations and the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations shall elect 

18 members each, as set forth in paragraph 2 below;  

2.  Also decides that the members of the Executive Board of the World Food 

Programme shall be elected on an interim basis for four years from among the 

States included in the lists set out in the Basic Texts of the World Food programme 

in accordance with the following distribution of seats: 

a)  nine members from the States included in List A, five members to be 

elected by the Economic and Social Council and four by the Council of 

the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations;  
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b)  seven members from the States included in List B. four members to be 

elected by the Economic and Social Council and three by the Council of 

the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations; 

c)  five members from the States included in List C, two members to be 

elected by the Economic and Social Council and three by the Council of 

the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations; 

d)  twelve members from the States included in List D, six members to be 

elected by the Economic and Social Council and six by the Council of 

the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations; 

e)  two members from the States included in List E, one member to be 

elected by the Economic and Social Council and one by the Council of 

the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations; 

f)  one additional member alternating between the States included in Lists B 

and C, starting with List C, to be elected by the Council of the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations; 

and takes note that this allocation of seats creates no precedent for the 

composition of other United Nations bodies of a limited membership; 

3.  Decides further that the above distribution of seats shall be reviewed within two 

years after the establishment of the Executive Board with a view to achieving its 

final outcome in accordance with paragraphs 25 and 30 and other relevant 

provisions of General Assembly Resolution 48/162; that the review shall be 

conducted in parallel by the General Assembly and the Conference of the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, taking into account the relevant 

inputs of the Economic and Social Council and the Council of the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations; and that its results shall enter into 

force on 1 January 2000; 

4.  Requests the Council of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations, at its Hundred and Tenth Session in 1995, to elect 18 members of 

the Executive Board for a term beginning on 1 January 1996 in accordance with the 

following distribution and terms of office: 

a)  four members from the States included in List A, two for a term of three 

years, one for a term of two years and one for a term of one year;  

b)  three members from the States included in List B. one for a term of three 

years, one for a term of two years and one for a term of one year; 

c)  four members from the States included in List C, one for a term of three 

years, two for a term of two years and one for a term of one year; 

d)  six members from the States included in List D, two for a term of three 

years, two for a term of two years and two for a term of one year; 

e)  one member from the States included in List E for a term of one year; 
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5.  Decides that thereafter all members of the Executive Board shall be elected for a 

term of three years and requests the Council of the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations to make such provisions as to ensure that the 

terms of office of six members elected by each of the two Councils shall expire in 

each calendar year; 

6.  Decides to approve the revised General Regulations of the World Food Programme 

contained in Appendix K, as endorsed by the FAO Council at the twelfth meeting 

of its Hundred and Eighth Session on 12 June 1995 and by the Economic and 

Social Council of the United Nations in its decision 1995/227 of 6 June 1995; 

7.  Decides further, subject to the concurrence of the General Assembly of the United 

Nations, that the revised General Regulations shall enter into force on 

1 January 1996. 

(Adopted 31 October 1995) 
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ANNEX III 

 

 

UNITED             
NATIONS  A 

 

 General Assembly 
 

Distr. 
GENERAL 
 

A/RES/53/223* 

23 April 1999 
 

Fifty-third session 

Agenda items 8 and 12 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
 

[without reference to a Main Committee (A/53/899)] 
 

53/223. Revision of the General Regulations of the World Food Programme 
 

The General Assembly, 

 

Recalling its resolutions 48/162 of 20 December 1993 and 50/8 of 1 November 1995, 

 

1. Decides, subject to the concurrence of the Conference of the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations, that the members of the Executive Board of the World Food 

Programme shall be elected on an interim basis for a term of three years from among the States 

included in the lists
1

 set out in the Basic Texts of the World Food Programme, in accordance with the 

following distribution of seats, it being understood that this allocation of seats creates no precedent for 

the composition of other United Nations bodies of limited membership: 

 

(a) Eight members from the States included in list A, four members to be elected by the 

Economic and Social Council and four by the Council of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations; 

 

(b) Seven members from the States included in list B, four members to be elected by the 

Economic and Social Council and three by the Council of the Food and Agriculture Organization of 

the United Nations; 

 

(c) Five members from the States included in list C, two members to be elected by the 

Economic and Social Council and three by the Council of the Food and Agriculture Organization of 

the United Nations; 

 

 

*Reissued  for technical reasons. 

1Reproduced in E/1998/L.1/Add.4, annex II. 

 
99-77227 
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(d) Twelve members from the States included in list D, six members to be elected by the 

Economic and Social Council and six by the Council of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations; 

 

(e) Three members from the States included in list E, two members to be elected by the 

Economic and Social Council and one by the Council of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations; 

 

(f) One additional member rotating among the States included in lists A, B and C to be elected 

by the Council of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations in accordance with the 

following pattern of rotation: 

 

(i) One State from list A is to be elected to occupy the additional seat every other term out of 

four, starting from 1 January 2000; 

 

(ii) One State from list B is to be elected to occupy the additional seat the second term out of 

four, starting from 1 January 2003; 

 

(iii) One State from list C is to be elected to occupy the additional seat the fourth term out of 

four, starting from 1 January 2009; 

 

2. Requests the Economic and Social Council to elect one member from the States included in 

list E for a term of three years beginning on 1 January 2000; 

 

3. Decides that the above-mentioned distribution of seats shall be reviewed two years before 

the end of one full rotation scheme of four terms, as referred to in paragraph 1 (f) of the present 

resolution. Such a review shall be in accordance with the relevant provisions of General Assembly 

resolutions 48/162 and 50/8, taking into account the relevant inputs of the Economic and Social 

Council and the Council of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations; the result of 

the review shall enter into force on 1 January 2012; 

 

4. Decides also, subject to the concurrence of the Conference of the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations, that the revised General Regulations shall enter into force on 

1 January 2000. 

 

97th plenary meeting 

7 April 1999 
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ANNEX IV 

 

FAO CONFERENCE 

RESOLUTION 6/99 

Amendment to Appendix B of the WFP General Regulations 

THE CONFERENCE, 

Recalling its Resolution 9/95 of 1 November 1995, concerning the revision of the General 

Regulations of the World Food Programme, 

Noting Resolution 53/223 adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on 

7 April 1999, on the revision of the General Regulations of the World Food Programme,  

1. Decides, subject to the concurrence of the General Assembly of the United Nations, 

that the Members of the Executive Board of the World Food Programme shall be 

elected on an interim basis for a term of three years from among the States included in 

the Lists set out in the Basic Texts of the World Food Programme, in accordance with 

the following distribution of seats, it being understood that this allocation of seats 

creates no precedent for the composition of other United Nations bodies of limited 

membership:  

a. Eight Members from the States included in List A, four Members to be elected 

by the Economic and Social Council and four by the Council of the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations; 

b. Seven Members from the States included in List B, four Members to be elected 

by the Economic and Social Council and three by the Council of the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations; 

c. Five Members from the States included in List C, two Members to be elected 

by the Economic and Social Council and three by the Council of the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations; 

d. Twelve Members from the States included in List D, six Members to be 

elected by the Economic and Social Council and six by the Council of the 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations; 

e. Three Members from the States included in List E, two Members to be elected 

by the Economic and Social Council and one by the Council of the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations; 

f. One additional Member rotating among the States included in Lists A, B, and 

C to be elected by the Council of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations; the pattern of rotation shall be as follows:  

i. A State from List A is to be elected to occupy the additional seat every 

other term out of four, starting from 1 January 2000;  
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ii. A State from List B is to be elected to occupy the additional seat the 

second term out of four, starting from 1 January 2003;  

iii. A State from List C is to be elected to occupy the additional seat the 

fourth term out of four, starting from 1 January 2009;  

2. Decides that the above-mentioned distribution of seats shall be reviewed two years 

before the end of one full rotation scheme of four terms, as referred to in paragraph 

1(f) of the present Resolution. Such a review shall be in accordance with relevant 

provisions of General Assembly Resolutions 48/162 and 50/8, taking into account the 

relevant inputs of the Economic and Social Council and the Council of the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations; the result of the review shall enter 

into force on 1 January 2012; 

3. Decides further that, subject to concurrence of the General Assembly of the United 

Nations, the revised General Regulations shall enter into force on 1 January 2000.  

(Adopted on 13 November 1999)  
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ANNEX V 
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ANNEX VI 
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