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The number of people caught up in food crises is

surging

World Food Programme

Number of people facing IPC phase 3 and above

124 M

108 M

80 M

2015 2016 2017

Source: Global Report on Food Crises, 2018




What drives food crises and how can they be prevented? Anecdotally,
we know...
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“Food assistance analysis” sheds unique light on
this fundamental question

FOOD CRISES FOOD ASSISTANCE

...WE UNDERSTAND
MORE CLEARLY WHAT DRIVES IF WE UNDERSTAND WHAT
FOOD CRISES AND HOW TO DRIVES FOOD ASSISTANCE...
PREVENT THEM

World Food Programme



WoFA 2018 examines three main issues...

What causes OUTBREAKS What defines SCALES
of food crises? of food crises?

How can food crises be PREVENTED?

World Food Programme



A two stage modelling strategy is employed

Stage 1: Outbreak of Food Crisis

152 countries
examined

World Food Programme

77
countries
receiving
WFP food
assistance

75 countries
not
receiving
WFP food
assistance

Stage 2: Scale of Food Crisis

Level of food
assistance
expenditures




Our proposition is that both outbreaks and scales of food
crises are rooted in , and
in a number of

THE
"BAD YEAR/
LEAN SEASON”
PROBLEM

THE
"GOOD YEAR” “LAST MILE"
PROBLEM PROBLEM
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Available data allow for of linkages
between these problems and challenges and food

assistance expenditures, thereby shedding light on drivers
of food crises

 Natural disasters

THE ,
) « Displacement
BAD YEAR/ + Food availability
LEAN SEASON"
« Food absorption capacity ~ PROBLEM * Access to markets

7’

\ and services

« Per capitaincome
* Chronic hunger

+ Education “LAST MILE"
« Political stability PROBLEM

"GOOD YEAR”
PROBLEM
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The empirical results reveal that outbreak and scale of
food crises are driven by different sets of factors
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The impacts on food assistance expenditures vary by
driver

CRISIS INTENSIFIERS CRISIS MITIGATORS

A one point increase USD 2.94 b
USD 841 m n the political

A 1% increase in the share
of population that is

uprooted stability index
A 1% increase in the share of
opulation affected b " USD 652 m
Eai)ural disasters g QUSD 115 m AQ addt|.t|onal year of
education
A one point inFrease in t.he An additional kilometre USD 435 m
food absorption capacity . USD 89m of road per 1000 people
growth rate
1% increase in per capita ., USD27m
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The distribution of food assistance savings across regions
and income group fits with patterns of actual expenditures
( U S D‘ POTENTIAL SAVINGS 2016

Latin America and the Caribbean,
5B 165 M

Asia and the Pacific, Upper-middl e;;r;n; uuuuuu tries,
443 M
Southern Africa,
518 M
4B
2,067 M
3B
East and Central Africa,
1.407 M
2B
1B
0B

SAVINGS BY REGION SAVINGS BY INCOME
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As expected, the factors that increase the risk of food crises are more
important in the set of countries where WFP is operational than they

are in other countries, but their relative importance differs
significantly

CRISIS vs. NO CRISIS

Natural disasters

Education Displacement
Food availability Political stability
Access Income
Chronic hunger
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The importance of identified risk factors differs across

regions...

Asia and the Pacific
Natural disasters

Education Displacement
Food availability Political stability
Access Income
Chronic hunger

West Africa

Natural disasters

Education Displacement
Food availability Political stability
Access Income
Chronic hunger
WFP
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Latin America and the Caribbean
Natural disasters

Education Displacement
Food availability Political stability
Access Income

Chronic hunger

East and Central Africa

Natural disasters

Education Displacement
Food availability Political stability
Access Income

Chronic hunger

Middle East and North Africa
Natural disasters

Education Displacement
Food availability Political stability
Access Income

Chronic hunger

Southern Africa

Natural disasters

Education Displacement
Food availability Political stability
Access Income

Chronic hunger
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... and also across income groups

Lower-Income Countries

Natural disasters

Education Displacement

Food availability Political stability

Access Income

Chronic hunger

Upper-Middle-Income Countries

Natural disasters

Education Displacement
Food availability

Political stability

Access Income

Chronic hunger
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Lower-Middle-Income Countries

Natural disasters

Education Displacement
Food availability

Political stability

Access Income

Chronic hunger
High-Income Countries
Natural disasters

Education Displacement

Food availability

Access Income

Chronic hunger

Political stability



Priorities for preventing food crises vary across regions...

(I\/Iiddle East and h P — w
Northern Africa
« Uprooted populations ‘

« Political stability
Road access

Q" 2 /7
% West Africa
e Education
* |ncome

R\ ' « Food
| ~ availability
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J‘ Asia and the Pacifa

~ » Natural disasters
« Education

e Access to marketj

Latin America and *tl’ and services
the Caribbean | A East and . - .
- Natural 4 Central Africa
disasters Southern Africa * Uprooted
« Accessto « Food popula'tlons
markets and availability * Education
services « Income \ Income
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...and across income groups

LOWER-INCOME

COUNTRIES

 |[ncome

« Education

e Chronic
hunger

WFP
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LOWER MIDDLE-

INCOME UPPER MIDDLE-
COUNTRIES INCOME HIGH-INCOME
 Political COUNTRIES COUNTRIES
stability . Uprooted |
« Education pgpulations « Natural disasters
* Road access « Political stabilit * Uprootea
y populations

» Road access « Political stability

16



Food crisis risk factors straddle the humanitarian-

development-peace nexus

Development

» Accessto
markets and
services

* Food absorption

» Per capita
income

» Chronic hunger

» Education

World Food Programme
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Humanitarian

-

« Natural disasters
+ Displacement

Food

_ Assistance

Peace
+ Political stability
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Food assistance-related humanitarian-development-
peace “dividends” are significant

Estimated food assistance-related savings 2009-2016

US$ - -
6.1B
(19%)

Uss

18.7B
(58%)

Peace Development Humanitarian Total nexus

o dividend dividend dividend dividend
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In summary, to prevent food crises...

THE
"GOOD YEAR"

PROBLEM

+ Manage the bad year/lean
season you're in

+ Prepare for the next one,
focusing on people in the

THE last mile

"BAD YEAR/

LEAN SEASON"
PROBLEM

+ Confront political barriers
« Address structural constraints
« Investin education and nutrition THE

"LAST MILE"

PROBLEM
» Manage the good year you're in
» Prepare for the next one, focusing
on people in the last mile

+ Address root causes
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So What?

Peace and political stability are by far the most important
areas for attention and investment
« But even under conditions of relative instability, risks of
food crises can be significantly reduced through targeted
investment in a range of areas

Food crisis prevention is relevant for all countries - it is
not the preserve of high-income countries
« Lower income countries that improve nutrition,
education, and infrastructure can significantly limit
outbreaks and expansions of food crises

Emergency preparedness is vital, but food crisis
prevention extends well beyond that
« The span of food assistance across a range of contexts
reveals a wider set of requirements

Food crisis prevention is never-ending but highly
rewarding
« Itis along-term investment agenda with very high near-
term returns
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Food assistance does indeed bridge the humanitarian-
development-peace nexus
« The magnitude of food assistance-related nexus
dividends points to a vital bridging role

Food assistance reflects systemic failures in food systems
» Food assistance programmes can be potent platforms
for food system strengthening

Food assistance reflects deeply-rooted gaps in political,
social, and economic performance
« The geography, duration, and magnitude of food
assistance expenditures provide strong signals for
rewarding development investment

“Food assistance analysis” is an exciting and high-
potential new area of attention for researchers and
practitioners
» It opens scope to rigorously predict food assistance
needs in different contexts, improving planning and
budgeting
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