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Note to the Executive Board 
 

 

This document is submitted for information to the Executive Board. 

The Secretariat invites members of the Board who may have questions of a technical 
nature with regard to this document to contact the WFP staff focal points indicated 
below, preferably well in advance of the Board's meeting. 

 

Regional Director, Latin America and the 
Caribbean Bureau (ODM): 

Mr F. Roque Castro  

Senior Liaison Officer, ODM: Ms G. Segura tel.: 066513-2207 

Should you have any questions regarding matters of dispatch of documentation for the 
Executive Board, please contact the Supervisor, Meeting Servicing and Distribution Unit 
(tel.: 066513-2328). 
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1.  Haiti has the highest HIV prevalence rate in the region. It is estimated that more than 
300,000 men, women and children in Haiti are HIV-positive and that there are 
45,000 AIDS-related deaths per year. Some 5,000 infected babies are born every year. The 
HIV prevalence among expectant mothers between 14 and 49 years of age is estimated at 
7 to 10 percent in urban areas and 3 to 5 percent in rural areas. Current projects and 
centres concerned with AIDS report alarming statistics regarding children and AIDS. They 
estimate the number of AIDS orphans in 2000 to be between 163,000 and 235,000, and 
predict that this figure will have reached 375,000 by 2010. All departments of the country 
are equally affected. 

2.  Given Haiti’s present difficulties, and the extreme political, social and economic 
conditions that it already faces, the country cannot be expected to respond alone to the 
ravages of this national epidemic and the needs of the rapidly increasing numbers of 
affected people and orphans. The situation urgently requires a concerted effort among 
donors and service providers—public and private—which must be linked to national and 
local efforts and policy. This project intends to improve the food security of HIV/AIDS-
affected households, with particular attention to those headed by women and children. The 
project emphasizes life skills and vocational training to enable food-insecure people who 
are affected and infected by HIV/AIDS to increase agricultural production and to cope 
better with the burdens associated with the disease. 

3.  This project proposal is included in, and approved as a supplementary activity of, the 
ongoing Country Programme, and requires funding for its implementation. 
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