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Uganda has a longstanding history of hosting refugees, with i
1.42 million, mainly from South Sudan, Democratic Republic of
Congo and Burundi currently residing in the country. Despite its
agricultural potential and significant exports, Uganda’s food .
insecurity levels remain classified as ‘serious’ by the 2019 Global
Hunger Index. Ugandans consume 400 kcal less than they need

each day. Malnutrition is widespread across the country: 29

percent of children under the age of 5 years are stunted and 53
percent are anaemic and at risk of not reaching their full mental

and physical potential.

WEFP's Country Strategic Plan 2018-2025 has 6 strategic

outcomes and is fully aligned with national policy objectives, .
including Uganda’s Vision 2040 and the Third National

Development Plan (NDP Ill). Through the CSP, WFP addresses

the root causes of food insecurity and malnutrition, supports

the refugee response, and strengthens social protection

systems. WFP assistance is provided through direct

implementation, evidence generation, knowledge sharing and
capacity strengthening, while building strategic partnerships,
including through South-South and Triangular Co-operation.
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2019 Human Development

Income Level: Lower-middle Index: 159 out of 189

Population: 45.7 million

Stunting: 29 percent of children
between 6-59 months

Contact info: Daniel Masiko (daniel.masiko@wfp.org)

Country Director: Abdirahman Meygag (abdirahman.meygag@wfp.org)

Further information: https://www.wfp.org/countries/uganda

Photo Caption: Nawi is one of the people from Karamoja region that WFP has given
emergency food support, as over 500,000 people in the region face high levels of
insecurity.
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In Numbers

8311 mt of food assistance distributed

USD 3.85 miillion in cash-based transfers

USD 72 million six months (September 2022 -
February 2023) net funding requirements

1,652,891 people assisted

in 2022 S

Operational Updates

Support to refugees

In August 2022, WFP provided 1.3 million beneficiaries with
food assistance, distributing 7,270 mt of in-kind food and
USD 3.5 million of cash-based transfers (CBT).

In mid-2022, routine nutrition mass screenings at
Nyakabande Transit Centre indicated an increase in Global
Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rates over time exceeding the 15
percent threshold amidst aggravating factors. To prevent
the further deterioration of the nutrition status among new
arrivals, WFP continues to provide nutrition assistance
through the Blanket supplementary feeding programme
(BSFP). Over the month of August, there was a noted
reduction in malnutrition levels.

Phase Il prioritization - which involves increasing in-kind
rations from 40 percent to 60 percent ration for the most
vulnerable households - continues to be implemented in
the Southwest refugee settlements. The Prioritisation Core
Group has approved a new structure for the appeals
process, consisting of WFP and UNHCR staff. The new
process will optimize the appeals process to enable timely
feedback to the beneficiaries.

Scale-up of Cash-Based Transfers (CBT):

The continuous scale-up of CBT is ongoing in all the 13
refugee settlements albeit on a lower scale as the transfer
value is not able to meet the equivalent of the food basket
due to global inflation and the increase in food prices.
Regarding Digital Financial Inclusion, a pilot was
successfully carried out with the Post Bank Agency Banking
Solution to test the effectiveness of the upgraded Post
Bank core banking system. The measured outcome was
the ability of agents to efficiently support the households
to cash-out their assistance instantly. The pilot was carried
out with 200 households, each receiving Uganda Shillings
10,000 across three villages in Kyaka Il Settlement. Upon
completion of operational activities, distributions with the
Post Bank Agency Banking solution will be executed in
Kyaka Il Settlement starting October 2022.

Karamoja Lean Season Response

WEP continues to provide in-kind assistance under the Lean
Season Response in Karamoja by implementing prevention
of malnutrition activities - BSFP and the protective ration
(PR) intervention. The BSFP is implemented in Kotido,

* Beneficiaries figures are based on estimates.
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Total Requirement
(In USD)

Allocated Contributions Six Month Net Funding
(in USD) Requirements (in

1.88b 828 m 72 m

Strategic Result 1: Everyone has access to food

Strategic Outcome 1: Refugees and other crisis affected people in Uganda
access adequate and nutritious food in times of crisis.
Focus area: Crisis response

Activities:
e Provide food and nutrition assistance and promote financial
inclusion of refugees
e Provide food and nutrition assistance to crisis-affected households

Strategic Outcome 2: Food insecure populations in areas affected by climate
shocks have access to adequate and nutritious food all year.
Focus area: Resilience building

Activities:

e Provide technical assistance to the Government, women and men
participating in community-level asset creation projects and
strengthen the national social protection system to deliver livelihood
and resilience building programmes

e Provide nutritious hot meals to children attending school and
technical assistance to the Government through South-South
cooperation, for increased national ownership

Strategic Result 2: End malnutrition

Strategic Outcome 3: Children aged 6-59 months in food-insecure areas
have acute malnutrition rates in line with national targets by 2030.
Focus area: Root causes

Activities:
e Provide specialized nutritious food and nutrition-sensitive interventions
to populations at risk

Strategic Result 3: Smallholder productivity and income

Strategic Outcome 4: Smallholder farmers, especially women, in targeted
areas have enhanced and resilient livelihoods by 2030.
Focus area: Root causes

Activities:
e Strengthen the capacity of the Government in post-harvest
management and link smallholder farmers to markets.

Strategic Result 5: Capacity strengthening

Strategic Outcome 5: Institutions have increased capacity to coordinate and
manage food security and nutrition programmes and respond to shocks by
2030.

Focus area: Root causes

Activities:

e Strengthen the capacity of selected national and subnational
institutions and their underlying systems to provide direct income
support

e Strengthen the capacity of selected national and subnational
institutions and their underlying systems to respond to shocks

Strategic Result 8: Global partnerships

Strategic Outcome 6: Humanitarian actors have access to cost-efficient
supply chain services when needed.
Focus area: Crisis response

Activities:
e Provide supply chain services and expertise to enable all partners to
deliver humanitarian assistance.
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Kaabong, and Nabilatuk districts with a modification targeting
only children between the age 6-23 months.

The protection ration intervention is being implemented in
Amudat, Napak, Moroto, Kotido, Kaabong, and Nabilatuk
districts targeting households enrolled in the malnutrition
treatment programmes with the aim of cushioning
households and ensuring children receive all the nutrients
they need. Using the Cash Based Transfer, (with each
household receiving USD 8), this intervention will be extended
to households in the Abim, Karenga, and Nakapiripirit districts
that had clients enrolled on treatment programmes.

Gender, Protection and Accountability to Affected
Populations (AAP)

. In August 2022, the Isingiro Field Office organized a meeting
to share findings on the assessment of barriers to women's
economic empowerment (WEE) and digital financial
inclusion (DFI) in Nakivale under the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation project. From the findings:

o Because of men's greater mobility and limited care
responsibilities, women and girls are perceived to have
unequal access to economic opportunities compared to
men.

o The majority of women's roles in the household revolved
around providing care rather than being paid, while the
majority of men's roles were linked to income
generation.

o Men who had undertaken financial literacy training were
supportive of women's economic empowerment, with
older men being more supportive compared to younger
men.

Strengthening national capacity for Emergency Preparedness
and Response

e In August, the PRO-ACT project continued to publish Early
Warning (EW) messages and advisories. District Disaster
Management Committees (DDMCs) and Subcounty Disaster
Management Committees (SDMCs) continued to hold monthly
coordination meetings and collate information on the state of
food security and update the drought bulletins.

e The PROACT continued to support the Karamoja Lean Season
Response with the provision of cash-based transfers to
affected communities. The PROACT project will utilise USD
635,955 of funding to provide food assistance through CBT to
164,000 people (27,000 households) for three months. The
second cycle of distribution is underway.

Nutrition

e In August 2022, a total of 32,845 (22,532 children between the
ages 6-59 months and 10,313 pregnant and lactating women
were reached with specialised nutritious foods across the
nine districts in the Karamoja subregion.

e Health outreaches were integrated into CBSFP activities with
the goal of providing integrated health and nutrition services.
Complementary health services namely, deworming,
antenatal care services, testing for HIV, and Vitamin A
supplementation, were provided among others.

Donors (in alphabetical order)

Australia, Canada, China, Denmark, Germany, European
Commission, Italy, Japan, Norway, Republic of Ireland, Republic of
Korea, Sweden, UN CERF, United Kingdom, and USA.



