
A Chance for Every School Child
Partnering to scale up school health and nutrition in the COVID-19 era



2Programme and Policy Development - School Feeding Service 2

WFP’s School Feeding Strategy

Income

Country capacity Analysis (context)

Governance Fragility

Operational 

Support

FRAGILITY CONTEXT: 

Increase Coverage and 

quality of WFP programmes

Increased coverage and quality 

of cost-effective and nutrition-

sensitive programmes (SHN 

integrated packages)

Transitioning to 

National 

Programmes

STABLE CONTEXT: Institutional 

Strengthening (capacity 

building/technical assistance)

Gradual decrease in WFP’s 

operational caseloads and 

transition towards an enabling role 

(>coverage and quality)

Full programmatic and financial 

ownership of National Governments

Technical Support

1 2 3

Framework

Objectives

Results

Workstreams

MIDDLE INCOME COUNTRIES: 

Institutional Strengthening (capacity 

building/technical assistance)

WFP’ Roles

1. Sharing knowledge and best practice globally

2. Resources. Increasing the investment in school feeding – a new funding model

3. Acting in partnership to improve and advocate for school health and nutrition

4. Focus areas. Strengthening programmatic approaches in key areas 

Results. 

Monitoring and 

evaluation
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Head of Partnerships & 

Advocacy

María José Rojas

WS3

The Team

Carmen Burbano

Director, OSF

Head of Programme

Jutta Neitzel
Head of Policy & Research

Edward Lloyd-Evans

Sharing knowledge and best 

practice globally

WS1
WS2 WS4

• Increasing the investment in 

school feeding

• Position School Health and 

Nutrition interventions in 

the Global Agenda

Strengthening programmatic 

approaches in key areas

20 staff HQ Global

300 School Feeding Focal Points in the Field
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School Feeding Programmes Benefits

EDUCATION
Learning & Enrolment,

Girls Education

SOCIAL PROTECTION
Income Transfers,

Household Food Security

AGRICULTURE
Rural Economy,
Food Systems

HEALTH AND 
NUTRITION
Dietary Diversity,

Growth and Development

• 10% of household income indirectly 
transferred through meals

• Increased enrolment  9% and attendance 10%
• Increased enrolment of girls by 12%

• Six million locally-sourced eggs & 80 MT of fish are 
consumed by 9.2 million schoolchildren in Nigeria every 
week

• Reduction of anaemia by up to 20% in girls
• For USD 1 invested in WASH, there is a USD 4.3 return in 

reduced health care



5Programme and Policy Development - School Feeding Service 5

Global Monitoring of School Meals During COVID-19

• 72 million children in 
Africa and Middle East

• 235 million children in 
Asia and Latin America

• 63 million children in 
Europe and North 
America
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The Impact of COVID-19 on Children 

• 24 million additional children and 
youth could drop out or not have 
access to school 

• The longer marginalized children are 
out of school, the less likely they are to 
return

• Financial and nonfinancial incentives 
need to be deployed 

• Ramped-up school health and 
nutrition programmes are crucial 
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What is happening on the ground 

Honduras: Packages of food are home delivered 
with support of teachers and local school 

feeding focal points. 

• Niger: WFP is distributing take-home rations to 150,000 

schoolchildren and cash grants for 13,000 adolescent girls.  

• Chad: WFP delivered take-home rations to 120,000 primary 

school students and 5,568 adolescents covering 3 months. 

• Republic of Congo: WFP launched a ‘School Feeding at Home’ 

initiative, repacking food stocks in two month-rations for 

61,000 children.  

• The Gambia: WFP distributes take-home rations to 150,742 

school children. Additional capacity is provided to assist 

government support additional 88,400 children. 

• Côte d'Ivoire: Since reopening of schools WFP has reached 

130,000 children with school meals. Additional cash transfers 

are provided to 900 of the poorest households as extra 

incentive.



“If we're serious about building a more inclusive and resilient 
education system for future generations then ensuring good 

health & nutrition is critical. We need to invest in learning 
AND the learner to ensure a whole generation of the most 

vulnerable children are not left behind.”

David Beasley, Executive Director WFP 


