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Regional Bureau of for the West and Central Africa Overview

Planting the seeds of opportunity in crisis



Disclaimer: The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on these maps do not imply official 

endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations

Food insecurity was worsening before COVID-19. It has been further 

exacerbated by COVID-19. 



Central African Republic – armed groups and mineral resources



CAR ranks 117th of 117 qualifying countries in the Global Hunger 

Index 2019, the only country with an “extremely alarming” score

Source: Global Hunger Index 2019

Central African 

Republic (CAR) 
GHI score53.6

(≥50.0 extremely 

alarming)
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Deteriorating security in the Lake Chad Basin

Ngala, northeast Nigeria, 

January 2020

Monguno, northeast Nigeria,

June 2020
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Conflict and violence overlay with food insecurity
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New food insecurity hotspots emerging in urban centres



Countries with planned or active social protection measures 
in response to Covid-19 in West Africa

Source: World Bank, Social Protection and Jobs Responses to COVID-19: A Real-Time Review of Country Measures (June 2020), www.worldbank.org/en/topic/socialprotection    



Building on the opportunities of the crisis



Thank you!
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A growing number of children under-5 at risk of malnutrition
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