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Reports such as 
this gives us the 
vital data and 
analysis to 
better 
understand the 
challenge. It is 
now up to us to 
take action to 
meet the needs 
of those facing 
the daily 
scourge of 
hunger and to 
tackle its root 
causes.
António Guterres, UN 
Secretary-General
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What? A global public good ensuring that 
humanitarian and development partners 
work from the same page 

Why? A credible evidence-based analysis 
for response towards the Humanitarian-
Development-Peace nexus

Who? 12 global and regional partners 
providing joint food security and nutrition 
analysis under the umbrella of the Food 
Security Information Network

When? 2017 data and projection for 2018

GLOBAL REPORT ON FOOD CRISES



Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) & Cadre Harmonisé (CH)

Phase 1: 
Minimal

Phase 2: 
Stressed

Phase 3: 
Crisis

Phase 4: 
Emergency

Phase 5: 
Catastrophe

Usually adequate 
and stable food 

access 

Borderline adequate 
food access 

Highly stressed and 
critical lack of food 
access with high 
and above usual 
malnutrition and 

accelerated 
depletion of 

livelihood assets

Severe lack of food 
access with excess 
mortality, very high 

and increasing 
malnutrition, and 

irreversible 
livelihood asset 

stripping

Extreme social 
upheaval with 

complete lack of 
food access and/or 
other basic needs 

where mass 
starvation, death, 
and displacement 

are evident
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• 124 million people across 51 countries facing
Crisis (IPC/CH Phase 3) food insecurity or worse

• Overall an increase of 16 million or 15% 
more people compared with previous year report

• An increase of 11 million or 11% more people 
in the 45 countries analyzed in both 2017 and 2018 report 

• 52 million children under-5 acutely 
malnourished

• 17 million children under-5 severely 
malnourished 

KEY FIGURES MAIN CAUSES OF THE INCREASE

• New outbreaks and 
intensified conflict & 
insecurity e.g. Yemen, Northern Nigeria, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, South Sudan 
and Myanmar

• Consecutive climate shocks 
affecting livestock and agricultural production 
e.g. eastern and southern Africa



MAIN DRIVERS OF FOOD INSECURITY IN 2017
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18 countries or territories with almost 74 million 
food-insecure people in need of urgent assistance

• 11 countries in Africa - about 37 million food-
insecure people

• 4 countries in the Middle-East – about 27 million 
food-insecure people  

• 2 countries in Asia  – over 8 million food-
insecure people  

• 1 country in Europe - over 1 million food-
insecure people

Very high rates of acute child malnutrition are found 
in areas affected by conflict 

• North Darfur in Sudan; South Sudan; Lac region 
of Chad; northern Nigeria

155 million children under-5 are stunted of whom 122 
million  (80 percent) live in fragile and conflict 
affected states

CONFLICT AND INSECURITY



Number of people in 
hunger Crisis or 
worse in countries 
affected by conflict



23 countries with over 39 million food-insecure people 
in need of urgent assistance

• 15 countries in Africa – almost 32 million people 
food- insecure

• 3 countries in South Asia - over 4 million people 
food- insecure 

• 5 countries in Latin America & the Caribbean –
over 3 million people-food insecure

High acute malnutrition rates persist particularly in 
areas with climate shocks

• Northern Kenya, Sindh province in Pakistan, 
Ethiopia and Madagascar

CLIMATE SHOCKS
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Number of people in 
hunger Crisis or 
worse in countries 
affected by climate 
shocks
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FSIN	contacts



• South Sudan – 6.1 million 
(50%)

• Yemen – 17 million (60%) 

• Somalia – 3.3 million (27%)

• North-east Nigeria – 5.2 
million (34%) 

THE FOUR MOST SEVERE FOOD CRISES OF 2017

• Almost 32 million people in Crisis food insecurity and above 

• An increase of 18 % from 2016 - almost 5 million people

• South Sudan & Yemen reporting the greatest increases in food 
insecurity – at 23 % & 20 % respectively;

• Over 10 million people are currently displaced 

• Humanitarian funding requirement has more than doubled -
from approximately 2.9 billion USD in 2013 to more than 6.5 
billion USD in 2017
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