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Almost every country in the world provides 
food to its school children 
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Children receiving school meals around the world 
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Children receiving school meals around the world 

What WFP does 
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Children in poor countries are less likely 
to receive a free school meal than children 
in wealthier countries  
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Coverage is 18% in poor countries compared to 49% 
in wealthier countries  

Lower-Middle-Income Countries Low-Income Countries  
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Return on investment: 
For every $1 spent on school feeding, 
at least $3 gained  
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School feeding has multiple benefits 

Education Social protection 

Local food production Nutrition 
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In the last 5 years, 38 countries have scaled-up  
school feeding in response to a crisis 
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Low-income countries are moving  
towards owning and running their  
own school feeding programmes   
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Since 2000, 21 countries have started  
national programmes 

Angola Lao PDR 

Bangladesh Lesotho 

Benin Mali 

Bhutan Nepal 

China Senegal 

El Salvador Sierra Leone 

Ghana Swaziland 

Honduras Timor-Leste 

Iran Togo 

Kenya Zambia 

Kyrgyzstan 
Low-income countries 

Lower-middle income countries 
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School feeding must be sustainable 
and efficient: 
What can WFP do?  
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We need to help countries build solid policies 
and frameworks 
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We need to help countries reduce the costs 
of providing school meals 

For each child: School feeding costs vs basic education costs 
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We need to support countries in securing  
the funding they need 
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WFP and school feeding: how it has evolved – 1990 
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WFP and school feeding: how it has evolved – 2000 
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WFP and school feeding: how it has evolved – 2012 
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State of  

School Feeding  

Worldwide 2013 
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SABER SCHOOL FEEDING FRAMEWORK (Ghana) 


