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Nutrition and Livelihood Support to the 

Vulnerable Population  

Number of beneficiaries 157,000 (annual average) 

Duration of project 23 months  
(March 2013–January 2015) 

WFP food tonnage 11,419 mt 

Cost (United States dollars) 

WFP food cost 7,411,514 

Total cost to WFP 15,294,464 

* In accordance with the Executive Board’s decisions on governance, approved at 

the Annual and Third Regular Sessions, 2000, items for information should not be 

discussed unless a Board member specifically requests it, well in advance of the 

meeting, and the Chair accepts the request on the grounds that it is a proper use of 

the Board’s time. 

This document is printed in a limited number of copies. Executive Board documents are 

available on WFP’s Website (http://executiveboard.wfp.org). 
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NOTE TO THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

 

This document is submitted to the Executive Board for information. 

The Secretariat invites members of the Board who may have questions of a technical 

nature with regard to this document to contact the WFP staff focal points indicated 

below, preferably well in advance of the Board’s meeting. 

Regional Director, OMD*: Ms D. Brown Email: denise.brown@wfp.org 

Country Director: Mr U. Osman Email: ussama.osman@wfp.org 

Should you have any questions regarding availability of documentation for the 

Executive Board, please contact the Conference Servicing Unit (tel.: 066513-2645). 

* Dakar Regional Bureau (West Africa) 
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ABSTRACT 

1.  Guinea-Bissau is one of the poorest countries in the world, where the prevalence of 

malnutrition and food insecurity is persistently high. Political instability has led to severe 

disruption and suspension of United Nations development programmes with the exception 

of humanitarian interventions.  

2.  The Transitional Government appointed by the military command is not yet recognized 

by the majority of the international community. Given this impasse, the United Nations 

country team has postponed the start of the new United Nation Development Assistance 

Framework cycle from 2013 to 2015, with the expectation that constitutional order will be 

restored in the meantime. Hence, the start of the WFP country programme planned for 

January 2013 has also been postponed until 2015. To bridge this period, this protracted 

relief and recovery operation is proposed to maintain essential food security and nutrition 

activities in 2013–2014.  

3.  A rapid food security assessment in mid-2012 revealed worsening food security with 

households increasingly resorting to negative coping strategies, such as the reduction of the 

number of meals, and sale of household assets. The prevalence of global acute malnutrition 

is considered “poor” at 6 percent nationally, reaching up to 8 percent at the regional level.  

4.  In line with WFP Strategic Objective 3 (restore and rebuild lives and livelihoods in post-

conflict, post-disaster or transition situations), this operation will support vulnerable groups 

and communities affected by the post-election crisis, with the aim to address malnutrition, 

strengthen human capital through education, and rebuild livelihoods. Nutrition activities 

will aim at addressing the high prevalence of acute malnutrition among children  

6–59 months and pregnant and lactating women, as well as tuberculosis and  

anti-retroviral therapy clients. WFP will also initiate a pilot project aimed at preventing 

chronic malnutrition among children 6–23 months. The operation will also enhance food 

access through food-for-assets activities and increase school enrolment through school 

feeding. 

5.  This operation will directly promote Millennium Development Goals 1, 2 and 3 and will 

support existing poverty reduction, food security, and nutrition policies. 
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